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Peoria (602) 979-3111, 3121

Arkansas
McCauley Aviation, Inc.
Pine Bluff (501) 534-2313

California
Chico Aviation, Inc.
Chico (916) 343-1437

Western Sierra Aviation, Inc.

Fresno (209) 252-1951
Performance Aircraft, Inc.
Hayward (415) 782-3302
Long Beach (213) 426-9587

Coast Aircraft
San Diego (714) 278-4154

Colorado

Roach Aircraft, inc
Broomfield (303) 466-2336
Emery Aviation, Inc.
Greeley (303) 352-8424

Connecticut
Conn-Mooney Sales, Inc
Danbury (203) 744-5010

Florida

Daytona Beach Aviation,
Daytona Bch. (904) 255-0471
Cavico-Alamo (North Perry)
Hollywood (305) 522-378
The Airplane Company. Inc.
Pensacola (904) 455-8566
S&S Aircraft Service, Inc
Plant City (813) 752-8073

Georgia

Epps Air Service, Inc.
Atlanta (404) 458-9851
Holland Flying Service, In
Valdosta (912) 242-3175

Idaho
Valley Aviation
Caldwell (208) 459-0864

lllinois

T. K. Aviation, Inc
Chicago (312) 581-4567
Byerly Aviation, Inc.
Peoria (309) 697-5500

Indiana

-1205
Louisiana
Hawk's Nest Aviation, Inc.
Lake Charles (318) 477-4494
Maine
Maine Aviation Corp.
Portland (207) 775-5635

Maryland
Freeway Airport, Inc.
Mitchellville (301) 390-6424

Michigan
Great Lakes Aero
Pontiac (313) 666-3470

Minnesota

Fort Wayne Air Service, Inc. Willmar Air Service, Inc.
Fort Wayne (219) 747-1565  Willmar (612) 235-4844

Mississippi

Magnolia Flying Service, Inc.
Hattiesburg (601) 544-3651
Missouri

Higgins

Higginsville (816) 584-3222
Nevada

Performance Aircraft

Reno (702) 322-090

New Mexico

Seven Bar _..:.m:m Service, Inc.
Albuquerque (505) 898-1313
New York

Mclintyre Aviation, Inc.
Ronkonkoma (516) 588-6870
North Carolina
Raleigh-Durham Aviation, Inc.
Raleigh (919) 782-3232

North Dakota
Pietsch Flying Service
Minot (701) 852-4092

Ohie

Laurence Aircraft Electronics
Akron (216) 733-7877
Wittenbrook Flying Service,
Barnes\ (614) 425-3298
Fliteways, Inc.

Dayton (513) 885-7676
Midwest Aircraft Sales. Inc.
Elyria (800) 321-5711

Oklahoma

American Aviation, Inc.

Norman (405) 364-4180
rra Bravo Corp.

Tulsa (918) 836-7124

r



Air Force Announ

Now YouCan Earn |
A Good Salaryand a College Degree

Today, more than ever, look to the Air
Force for the wide range of educational oppor-
tunities you need to succeed.

The Community College of the
Air Force now has the authority to
grant 2-year Associate Degrees.

It's a golden opportunity.

It means you can enroll in over 80 study
areas ranging from accounting to computers,
weather forecasting to police science, restau-
rant management to photography, mechanics
to medical technology.

It's an opportunity to work toward an
associate degree.

You can be proud of it. And you can use
it. It could be a stepping stone to further
education. It impresses prospective
employers.

There are many golden opportu-
nities in the Air Force.

If you're already headed for college, Air
Force ROTC scholarships can help you

~ through. The Air Force Academy offers one

of the finest educations in the country. And if
you're looking for a part-time job, don’t over-
look the Air Force Reserve.

Consider the Air Force.

Consider the Golden Opportunity Pro-
gram. Learning and earning is a sure way to
success and, if you're interested in serving
your country and yourself, you should take
advantage of it.

See your Air Force Recruiter for more
information, mail in the attached card, or call
toll free 800-447-4700 (Illinois: 800-322-
4400).

AIR FORCE-A GREAT WAY OF LIFE W=
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TIGER!?

It sure

V(:ry interesting, these planes from
Grumman American. Ver-r-ry interest-
ing. Sliding bubble canopies. Unique
handling qualities, on the ground and
in the air. And highly efficient per-
formance. It’s funny, Pipers and Cess-
nas and Beeches and Rockwells each
have their distinctive qualities, but
somehow the Grumman Americans are
so different from the rest that it’s al-
most as if they came from another
country that had its own indigenous
technology. Like Germany, or Japan.
(Heck of a thing to say about a com-
pany whose second name is American,
but I mean it as a compliment. It took
some fresh approaches from overseas
to get the U.S. automobile industry off
its duft.)

The Tiger is the muscle plane of
GA’'s four-placers, and let’s see how it
was born. Back in ’72, the factory,
which was then called American Avia-
tion and was then located in Cleveland,
Ohio, introduced its first four-placer,
the 150 hp Traveler. It was okay, but
it needed improving and designer Roy
Lopresti came up with a streamlined
version with a 180 hp engine. This
was the Tiger, and it made its debut in
'75. The Traveler stayed on for another
year, but then was given the Tiger em-

Air Progress

INOLS WIL A8 AHdVHDOLOHd

a different kind of airplane.

by Keith Connes

pennage and became the Cheetah.
Similar to the Tiger, but retaining its
150 hp powerplant and not quite as
posh. (Roy Lopresti went on to
Mooney, where he performed his
cleanup act and produced the 201.)

Although there’s a price differential
of nearly $6,000, Tigers and Cheetahs
are selling equally well and production
of the entire GA line for '77 has long
since been spoken for.

For '77, both the Cheetah and the
Tiger have been given what their ad
folks call a Quiet Please package, in-
cluding thicker windows and added in-
sulation — a welcome improvement,
since these aircraft are not noted for
a cathedral-like hush when in flight.
Also, there’s a thicker seal for the
canopy and baggage door, which I
found to be something of a mixed
blessing.

It was well over a year between the
time I stepped out of my last borrowed
Tiger and the time I stepped into
N81061, and it took just a little getting
used to. Pre-flight uncovered a couple
of minor annoyances: the fuel caps
were surprisingly hard to wrestle on
and off, considering that they were the
simple screw-down type. And the bag-
gage door, which opens and closes by

key, was another finger-bender, due, I
was told, to the heavier seal.

In the baggage compartment was a
can of silicone spray, which I gather
was for the canopy tracks; sliding that
canopy open and closed requires a bit
of exertion. The procedure for getting
in after you've opened the canopy (huff,
puff) is to raise the seat cushion, step
on the bottom of the seat, then onto
the floor, lower the cushion and sit. The
seats are a little on the narrow side
and quite firm. But what a view! You're
perched high, looking through acres
and acres of plexiglass. There’s nothing
else like it in a production lightplane,
(except for other GA models) and it’s
just great. Now comes another chal-
lenge. That 180 hp Lycoming, carbu-
retor and all, is crankier to start than
any fuel injected engine I know. Hot
or cold, it gets a couple of shots of
prime. Then switch the fuel pump on
until you get a peak on the fuel pres-
sure gauge. Then hit the start button
and pump the throttle simultaneously,
adding a little body English and a few
words of your own choosing. Eventu-
ally, it fires, shaking itself as if for
battle.

N81061 had been gussied up from a
barebones $26.590 (which doesn’t even
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“Welcome to the Wild Blue Yonder Animal
Kingdom. Today we are on the track of
that glorious beast, the Tiger.”

“That’s a Tiger, all'rlghl."

include dual controls) to a well-deco-
rated $44,505. This included about 11
grand worth of Narco avionics. I didn’t
much care for either the audio of the
Com 11A’s (at least in this installation)
or the under-dampened needle pointing
of the Nav 11, There was also a Nav
12, which was inop. The DME-190 was
a joy to use; it has a lighted digital
display, giving you a choice of ground-
speed, miles to station or minutes to
station. There was also a Century II
autopilot with VOR/LOC coupler,
$2334, which did a pretty good job.
I'm always fascinated by the options
lists these manufacturers come up with.
If you want an oil access door, you

Alr Progress

“Stop hamming it up.”

have to pay an extra $19. (Come on!)
Rear seat vents are $110 and wheel
fairings total $394. Cabin steps. you
know, those bitty things you put your
foot on to get to the wing, are $108
the pair. (By comparison, a Mooney
step, admittedly simpler, is about $13.)

So much for the options, let’s get
back to flying the plane. One of the
unique characteristics of the GA planes
is the full-swiveling nosewheel. It’s ter-
rific for maneuvering in and out of
parking spots, although some people
claim it creates problems when pushing
the plane backwards. (I don’t know why
and I forgot to try it for myself.) But
that nosewheel requires special attention

o

“Third veldt on the
miss it.’

when you're rolling, especially in a
crosswind. You've got to be ready with
opposite rudder and brake. Speaking
of brakes, I found I needed a lot of
pressure to get stopped. Ed Lamb, the
very helpful GA rep whose plane I
was flying, assured me that 061 had just
gotten new pucks and they needed to
be broken. or braken, in.

For one who’s been luxuriating in a
Seneca II of late, I found the runup
procedure delightfully simple. No con-
stant speed props to exercise, no checks
for fuel crossfeed, alternate air doors,
cowl flaps, static systems. Incidentally,
the Tiger's panel is generally well laid
out, with the exception of those four




little gauges—ammeter, oil temp, oil
pressure and fuel pressure—which are
too far to the right to be in monitoring
range. I realize that something has to be
on the right, but it should not be the
indicators of your one and only en-
gine’s vital signs. Also hard to see was
the trim position indicator, pretty well
hidden by the seats, but that’'s a minor
quibble.

You rotate the Tiger at 50-60 k,
depending on load, and climb out at
90, showing about 800 fpm rate of
ascent. Even in a climb, the visibility
is all you could ask for. I did speed
runs at three power settings at each of
four altitudes, and this is what I got:

Book %
KTAS Speeds Power

140 140 79 1.5
134 133 72 104
2500 128 126 64 9.5

2700 142 139 77 11.0
2600 135 133 70 10.2
2500 130 126 63 9.4

2700 139 139 75 10.7
2600 132 132 68 10.0
2500 125 125 61 9.2

2700 139 138 73 10.5
2600 134 131 66 9.7
2500 128 124 59 9.0

The fourth, fifth and sixth columns
are approximate book figures, interpo-
lated according to altitude and tempera-
ture differences. The plane was some-
what below gross, but apparently it is,
as advertised, a 140 knot machine.

Altitude RPMs GPH

5.5 2700
2600

However, I found 2700 rmps too noisy,
Quiet Please nothwithstanding, and did
most of my flying at 25-2600 rpms.
The noise level was reasonably satis-
factory at these settings.

The Tiger handles beautifully. You've
got to keep flying it, but it's a pleasure
to fly. Control forces are light and the
plane is very responsive. And there’s
power to spare; I was able to develop
about 70% power at 9,500 ft. for a
KTAS of 138 at an estimated fuel con-
sumption of 10 gph. And in the Jan-
nary 1977 issue of Air Progress, Doug
Gabrielle described an Illinois-to-Flori-
da trip on which he flew at that same
9,500 ft. at 2600 rpm, trued out at

Air Progress
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136 k and burned less than 9 gph. Not
bad for a fixed gear, fixed pitch prop
airplane.

Thanks to Ed Lamb’s generosity, I
was able to fly the Tiger for three days,
under conditions ranging from gusty
VFR to solid IFR. At all times, I was
comfortable with the plane and was
never bored with flying it. So much for
my opinion. Now let's see what three
Tiger owners have to say, as interviewed
by Sari Schnepf.

Cameron Pitcairn is the grandson of
the man who built the Pitcairn Mail
Wing Biplane and flew it on the first
East Coast mail run, The mail run was
sold to Eddie Rickenbacher and even-
tually became Eastern Airlines.

How long have you owned your air-
plane?

Well, I bought it in July of 1975.

How many hours have you put on the
airplane since you bought it?

Just about 500 hours.

Have you ever owned any other air-
craft before this one?

Several years ago, I owned a Cherokee.
Then I was out of flying for several
years. When I decided to get back into

aviation, I was looking around for an
airplane, preferably one with a retract-
able gear. Then I saw an article by
Richard Collins in Flying magazine on
a Grumman which was a new airplane
at that time. It looked like a very good
airplane, so I went over to the local
Grumman dealer at CM airport to find
out about the airplane.

What happened to the idea of buying
a retractable?

Well, I had thought about a retractable
as a possibility, but then I had a friend
who wanted to learn how to fly so I
decided to go with a fixed gear instead
of a retractable. I looked at the Chero-
kee Arrow, with the retractable gear,
but the Tiger is just as fast, even with
a fixed gear, and with a fixed gear I
wouldn’t have to worry about landing
with the gear up, or the expensecs inci-
dental to a retractable.

Did you look at any other types such
as the Cessna?

Yes, I spoke to the local Cessna dealer
and I told him that I might be interested
in a Cardinal. But he didn’t scem to
want to sell me a Cardinal, maybe be-
cause he didn’t have one readily avail-
able. He kept trying to sell me some
other Cessnas. I set up an appointment

The only quibble | have with the panel

is that the ammeter, oil temp, oil pressure
and fuel pressure gauges are too far to
the right for a proper scan.
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WHAT'S THIS
. g G p me
SUPER TIGER"?
It's an ill-kept secret that there's
'a prototype of a so-called “Super
Tiger"” ﬂutting about the Williamsport,
' Pa., area, where Lycoming happens
to keep its factory. The plane’s over-
‘size snout conceals a b:gger engine
‘and—what's this?—a constant speed
prop. Grumman American’'s official
.pos1tion is that there is no such thing
as a super Tigar, and anyway.aﬁ,
-wenl be part of the '78 llna. Gy e

with the man to fly a Skylane, but T
went over and looked at Grumman and
saw the Tiger and I was impressed by
that.

What did you think about the canopy
on the Tiger?

I really liked it. I had flown the Amer-
ican  Yankec years back and I always
enjoyed the canopy idea. It makes the
airplane easy to get in and out of.

Do you ever fly it with the canopy
open?

No, I taxi with the canopy open, but I
fly it with it closed. It's really too noisy
with the canopy open,

What kind of avionics were on the air-
plane when you bought it?

Well, one of the reasons I bought it was
because of all the stuff it had in it. I
loved the particular radios it had in it.
It had a Century I Wing Leveler, Narco
DGO and Narco dual nav-coms, trans-
ponder, ADF, marker beacons, glide
slope. Before I went looking for an
airplane, I sat down and wrote down
cverything that I wanted in the panel
of my airplane, and this airplane really
fit the bill.

Was the airplane new when you bought
it?

No, it was used as an instrument train-
er and it had about 160 hours.

Have you added any new equipment to
the airplane since you've had it?

I've replaced the marker beacon re-
ceiver which gave me a lot of trouble.
It was a Narco receiver and every time
I'd fix it, it would go on the blink in
three weeks, so I finally had to replace
it.

How do you use the airplane the most?
Mostly pleasure and entirely personal.
I fly a certain amount of IFR, mostly
just to keep current.

Now that you've owned the airplane
for awhile, what features in particular
do you like about the airplane the most?
There are three points that I like the
most about the airplane. The first is
speed. Number two is the all around
visibility. I enjoy sitting up high on the
wing spar, and being able to see over
the nose, especially in a climb. Third,
I like the control response. It had a
very nice light but smooth response.
They aren't nearly as heavy as the
Cherokee.

What kind of problems have you had
with the airplane?

Well, the workmanship is about aver-
age for that kind of airplane. There are
some things that just strike me as
being kind of chintzy. There are places
where you can see that the metal was
not cut quite smoothly enough for
example. There were also problems with

(Continued on page 80)



. step on the bottom.

Lift the seat . . . Legroom in back isn't bad, even for a big fella.
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. Story bY Tim Stone WCll, it's that time of year again, and I can
almost hear the roar of those unlimiteds as they hurtle
Phofography by themselves around the pylon course.
Buddy Child This year, you air race fans will have a double treat
. YACYE=NLIACES in store for you. The Mojave Air Race, which was
postponed from last June, is tentatively scheduled for

October 21-23, and the National Championship Air Races
at Reno will be in its usual time slot of September 16-18.
Photographer Buddy Childers, who is no neophyte to
. the land of big-time air racing, has attended just
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How would you compare the two air-
planes that you own?

The only difference between the two,
of course, is the horsepower. You no-
tice a little bit on takeoff and climb
and it's a little noticeable on speed.
But the extra cost for the Tiger is
definitely worth it because it gives you
that extra margin of safety. If I had to
choose between the two, I'd take the
Tiger. The next airplane I buy will be
a Tiger unless they make a Super Tiger
with more horsepower and a constant
speed prop.

What avionics did you have installed in
the Tiger?

All Narco. I have two navcoms, ILS,
transponder, one axis auto-pilot, and I
am intending to add the altitude read-
out to the transponder, since it didn’t
come with it.

Do you intend to add any other equip-
ment to it?

Right now, just the altitude read-out
mechanism.

Were all the avionics factory installed?

Yes.

Have you been happy with the service
from the factory thus far?

Yes, I've been pretty happy with the
factory thus far. They always take care
of any discrepancies there might be.

What are the particular strong points
of the airplanes?

I like the visibility and the speed best
of all. The only other airplane that I've
flown, that I can compare the airplanes
to, is a Cessna, and I got disgusted
with Cessna 150's and 172’s because
of the bad visibility, low speeds and
low power. The 172, naturally is better,
but after flying a Grumman I wouldn’t
go back to a Cessna, I have also flown
Mooneys, which are nice and much
more expensive than the Grumman, but
the visibility again is a lot less. I don't
think there’s any competition there.

Have you had any problems with the
airplane at all?

There have been a few minor things
but as soon as they come up, Grumman
takes care of them. The only problem
I've ever had with the airplane, was
with the primer. Apparently the O-ring
in the primer was defective. So I went
without using it for a couple of weeks,
until they got another primer that
wouldn’t be dissolved by the gasoline.
So when they got the right O-ring to
put in the primer, it's worked all right
ever since. Then I had a radio in the
Cheetah that became very weak and
wouldn’t transmit except in direct line
of sight. So the Narco dealers repaired
that without any trouble. When the
Tiger was delivered, one of the radios
wasn't working but the Narco dealer
again took care of that. But I think that

£
Grumman does a good job, not “onl
from my point of view, but also ther
are ten planes in the club I belong

L

and if any problems come up,

factory takes care of it immediatel ;{ '

What are your feelings abou {{j-m
canopy? %
Well, I like the doors on the (*ssna

better than the canopy, but I like the
visibility out of the canopy better than
the visibility in the Cessna. I wouldn’t
trade the canopy for the doors. I think
the visibility is more important than the
convenience of the doors. There are
shortcomings in anything. You have to
reach a compromise, of course, It is a
little awkward climbing in but what
you get out of the visibility more than
compensates for that difficulty.

How do you use the airplane the most?
Well, I lease it out to a club and both
myself and all the club members_use.
it, It's as accessible to me as I want" it
to be. I'm not an instrument pll:)lyl

don't do that much instrument’ work §
But my son is a commercml
pilot and he flies it quite a bit for fgxa ‘
I think that leasing it to a club 1;%@4_:-
rd §
Either you rent ’p ne

with it.

tically the only way anyone can_
an airplane. lane
from someone else or you buy i ‘,_‘
plane and have people rent it
you.

Do you have any other comments yoiu'd
like to make? 3

They’re .just really neat airplanes.. I'd
like to buy another one or else buy a
Super Tiger if they come out wmh that.

Bircry

# * #*

Steven Karas is a private pﬂc‘;t from
La Jolla, California. 5

How long have you owned your: au'-
plane? l i
DI"

I've had it since July of last yea‘f‘ g

wan

How many hours have you put on the
airplane?

I've put about 80 hours on it myself,
How do you use the airplane the most?

Mainly for personal pleasure and for
training since I'm working on my com-
mercial and instrument rating,

Is this your first airplane?
Yes.

What made you decide to buy an air-
plane and to look at the Grumman
American line?

I wanted to have a fairly high perfoi="
ance airplane and the Grumman fit that |

bill. It's very easy to fly, especially for
someone who doesn't have a lot of pri-
or experience, and yet it gives a good

performance. I also had the chance for
a leaseback arrangement which seemed
to work out pretty well. I would get 'ioh-'

fly the airplane whenever 1 wanted and

‘M....‘

"checked immediately almost that same

dax T think that’s avoided a lot of the
problems. Most of the problems have
been very minor ones, easily reparable
with minor cost. It’s a fairly low main-
.enance airplane. I have had problems
with the upholstery but the factory will

‘replace that. There was also some front

wheel shimmy but that seemed to work
itself out.

Have you been pretty with the backup
of the factory?

We haven’t had any problem with the
factory. I think it helps a lot to be in
a flying club where they sell Grum-
mans. Any maintenance that needs to
be done gets done quickly and I'm
very content with them. I don't know
how it would be if I was a private
owner miles away from the dealership.

Has the airplane lived up to your
expectations?

Yes, I think so. It's a good cross-
country traveler, very pleasant to fly
and a good flying airplane. It holds
up well up to the specs that they have
stated, very fuel efficient. Going over
the logs, in all the flying that it’s done
with _different people with different
speeds, it doesn't burn any more than
an. average of 8.5 gallons an hour.
That’s all kinds of flying and a lot of
it is just takeoffs and landings. It really
matches up on fuel economy and per-
formance figures especially the way I
fly it which is just with two people, and
it climbs a lot better than they say at
gross, of course. Both for cross-country
flying and pleasure flying it has really
held up well. It's a very stable air-
plane, and very docile — everything
about it. The stalls are gentle.

Do you think youw’ll have any interest
in the new twin-engine Cougar?

That’s a different kind of a ball game,
but if it's very fuel efficient, then it
may not be a bad way to go.

Do you have any more comments youw'd
like to make?

Just off the top of my head, I'm very
pleased with the airplane and with the
dealings with the company and the
lease back flying club arrangement.

* * Ed

Those fabric problems the owners
mentioned were due to the fact that GA
at .one time tried a Herculon fabric
fon ‘extra strength. Unfortunately, it
turned out that Herculon deteriorated in
the ultra violet rays of the sun. GA
has since switched to another material.

Well, that’s the Tiger. As fast as some
higher-powered retractables, with all the
economy of fixed gear, fixed pitch prop
and 180 hp.

- ‘But éven more important, an exciting

;ﬁanﬂo fly.

'Yowreally ought to fly one. O



WARBIRD:

(Continued from page 50)% "38

o1 ity
STIBNG
iy dii
attitude change. Incidentally, onge you
are at the desired bank angle! you'd
better neutralize promptly or she?ll ust
keep getting steeper and steeperj Qnce
I felt comfortable with the turns I
began combining them with dives and
zooms for some real silver screen fun
and games. Well, . . . they were prob-
ably pretty tame dives and zooms but
they felt for all the world to me like
the stuff dogfights are made of. Flying
from the back seat, with zilch forward
visibility, I was relying heavily on my
instruments.
Next the Commander took over
again while I tried to keep from

screaming ‘“yahoooo!!” at the top of

my lungs and we headed once more.out
over the gulf. This time we climll.’ledi'to-
about two thousand. The intercom
crackled. “How would you feel ;about
a loop and then maybe a barrcfl:iraﬂ
after that?” I had thought about this
moment for years, never havingiex-
perienced any aerobatics beyond® the
chandelle, and wondered how my:head
and stomach would react. I'd toyed for
a long time with learning to be an
aerobatic pilot of the first water 'some
day and now I was going to take the
acid test. I certainly couldn’t hope for
a better pilot or a better plane. “Dyna-
mite!,” I splurted into the mic, ‘let'er
rip!”

Not knowing much about aerobatics
or what to expect, I thought I'd better
brace myself for the upside-down nega-
tive g's by gripping the cockpit tube
structure for all T was worth so I
wouldn’t fall out through the top of
the canopy if my belts broke. Of
course, it was completely unnecessary
in the Commander’s perfectly executed
maneuvers. I heard and felt the power
change as the nose dropped and we
went to 1950 revs and 27 inches,
picking up speed.

At 155 knots, the nose started up
and just kept on going, and the engine
hardly seemed to labor at all. As we
curved upward, I was fascinated by the
classic effects of the g buildup.

At the top of the loop I found myself
instinctively looking back up over my'
head for the ground as it came around
into view once more. There it' was,
right on schedule, and my head and
stomach felt fine, no discomfort at all.
It was fantastic! Incredible! Delicious!
Doing a loop in an old warbird! Life
was being awfully good to me. [T knew
I would have no trouble with ‘areo-
batics. The barrel roll followed immeds
iately and was equally totally thrilling.
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Beginners will find the Flexi 2 to have all
the safety, good handling, and perform-
ance they will need to progress success-
i fully through every skill level to become
; expert pilots. Designed by 1975 World
L Champion Dave Cronk. Send $1.00 for
information.

XAMS

DASS WitH THE

ACME EXAM GUIDES

IO 2
EXPLANATION BOOKS

These'Bboks clearly and simply ®xplain why
gertain answers in the exam guides are
correet and why the others are wrong. The

explanddions of the questions and answers
are slep by step, easy and simple to
understgand. It is -just like having an
instructer at your side. To completely

understgnd the material, order both the
exom fQuide and the explanation book.

CHECK RIDE GUIDES

Thes: ides clearly explain how to pass
‘ ’I%?g %‘e%l FAA check rides. They include
the new maneuvers, new requirements, new
“""aral, ete. There are no other guides like
{ these B8 you want to save time and money
and be’sure of your check ride, order this
guide today.
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yet it wouldn’t go unused. It was these
reasons that made me go this way.

Did you look at either the Piper or
Cessna lines?

Yes, I felt that Cessnas were too slow
for the same horsepower and really
didn't perform as well, and the same
went for the Piper.

Did you look at any of the other Grum-
man products, either the Cheetah or the
Trainer?

I felt that the Trainer was already too
small because I was getting into instru-
ment training and it wouldn’t fit my
needs in that respect. I considered the
Cheetah and I felt that the extra horse-
power and little extra speed would
make an overall difference in the flying,
so I went with the Tiger because it was
the same classification of aircraft and
a good performer also.

Do you feel that the extra money for
the Tiger was worth it?

Yes, very definitely. What it gives you is
a little extra safety cushion so if you
get a little too slow, you have some
extra power, and more performance. If
you want to do a lot of cross-country
flying or instrument flights, with full
fuel you can carry four people also,
which is one thing the Cheetah doesn't
have the capability of doing.

What avionics do you have in the
airplane?

Everything is Narco. I have two 360
channel nav-coms with ADF, transpon-
der, and auto-pilot. For cross-country
flying the auto-pilot really can’t be
beat. It allows you to concentrate on
looking out of the airplane more and
looking at the charts occasionally,

Have you added any equipment to the
aircraft since you bought it?

No, I have not.
Were all the avionics factory installed?
Yes, they were.

What do you like or dislike about the
canopy?

I like the fact that you have all the
visibility with it while you're flying.
That'’s really a plus. We're always con-
cerned about the possibility of midairs,
so the visibility is great in that respect.
It’s also convenient to get in and out
of. I also like the canopy open while
I'm taxiing—that’s a nice feature. I
keep it open until I'm ready to take
off, especially while waiting for IFR
release. I've never flown it with the
canopy open but that would probably
be quite an experience.

Have you been pretty happy with the
backup of the factory?

No, no problems at all. It's been very
well maintained by the flying club. And
if any problem comes up, it can be



