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The Traveler

IF THE AMERICAN TRAVELER has nothing
more to recommend it than its appearance on
the market, backed by a stable, enthusiastic,
growing organization, it would be an exciting
new airplane. Study the list carefully and it
becomes obvious there is only one other air-
plane in the Traveler’s class. Beechcraft's
Sport and Piper’s 140 are four-place, but
they are basically trainers, lacking in the fea-
tures and refinements that make an airplane
comfortable and convenient on long family
trips. Beechcraft's Sundowner, Cessna's Car-
dinal and Piper's 180 are the next step up
from the Traveler, with higher performance,
higher initial cost and higher operating ex-
penses.

That leaves Cessna's 172/Skyhawk, the
best-selling airplane in the world (with the ex-
ception of their 150 trainer). The 172 has
done a magnificent job of meeting the need
for an economical, four-place, easy-to-fly
family airplane. The size of the market, how-
ever, has undoubtedly contributed to their
success; competition from the Traveler will
probably cause new exploration of the family-
plane market and lead to exciting events dur-
ing the next decade. :

To become that sort of catalyst, the
Traveler will have to be a good airplane; I'm
convinced that it is. If you were expecting a
four-place version of the AA Trainer, forget it.
According to publicity, American Aviation en-
gineers took a Trainer, tacked on a few more
inches here and there, hung a bigger engine
up front, threw in a couple of extra seats and
switched the name to Traveler.

Superficially, it does appear that's what
they did. And why not? After all, except for a
too-tightly cowled engine, the Trainer has
rightfully earned a reputation for having a
very well-built airframe. Any carry-over into
the Traveler could only be considered a plus.
Look closely and you'll notice little extra-qual-
ity details: like hand-filed metal edges to
dress out tooling marks—something other
manufacturers don't always bother with, even
on aircraft costing much more. On the Trav-
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eler, this kind of attention to detail is more
obvious than on the Trainer. They've added a
striker-bar and a rolled seal at the rear edge
of the canopy to shut off a major source of
noise in the Trainer and a hinged cowl over
the engine to make preflight inspections con-
venient and quick. In the flesh, the airplane is
not as square and boxy-looking as it appears
in pictures, nor is it as stubby as the paint
scheme makes it seem. When you see one un-
painted, it has a long, lean and sleek look that
will hopefully be accentuated in future paint
designs.

The Trainer and Traveler have distinctly
different flight characteristics, and for good
reason. The Trainer is a trainer, and it must
answer to the flying schools for its traits. The
Traveler is a traveling machine requiring a
different sort of handling, and all the Travel-
er's differences aim at comfort. The Trainer
is ultra-responsive to control pressures; the
Traveler is just plain vanilla-responsive. Its
crispness, compared to other machines that
have a reputatiori for great cross-country
handling, is refreshing. You can slow the air-
plane into its pre-stall buffet and still have
enough aileron and elevator for easy 30-de-
gree banked turns. Cross the controls, and
there is a hint of roll-off at the stall break, but
by working at it with lots of rudder action,
you can pick up the down-wing without dump-
ing the nose. Even with full flaps the Traveler
will fly out of a balked landing cleanly, and if
you get too slow in the approach, you can
pick it up smoothly with a touch of power—a
very important plus. Pitch and trim changes
with flap movement are hardly noticeable.
This is important because it makes the Trav-
eler a safe airplane in the pattern when you're
returning home after dark.

On takeoffs and landings, the Traveler
does very well if you fly it in the modern flat-
attitude style. Don't let the nosewheel touch
first on landings (it will crow hop, necessitat-
ing a go-around). If you try to raise the nose
early in the takeoff run or hold it off after
touchdown, however, your reward will be mild

embarrassment. It takes a lot of back pres-
sure to get the nose up early, and when it
does come up, it over-rotates unless you
quickly ease off. On landings, if you hold the
wheel full back (not easy to do because the
mechanical geometry goes askew towards
the end of the pull back, requiring that you
lift as well as pull on the wheel) the nose will
start down, then abruptly rear up before fi-
nally dropping to the runway. On one of my
landings with four aboard, the ventral fin
smacked into the runway during a nose-high
roll-out. It was like flying an early Cessna Car-
dinal. In those first Cardinals, this character-
istic led to a series of landing accidents and a
redesign of the stabilator aerodynamics and
linkage. The Traveler has a conventional hori-
zontal-stabilizer-and-elevator arrangement;
nevertheless, a careful review of how to land
properly well back on the heels of the mains
while lowering the nosewheel softly would be
in order in a Traveler checkout.

In cross-country cruise, the airplane
fares well, even against higher-priced ma-
chines. In a full-throttle race with my Sky-
hawk at 3,000 feet, it won by five to 10 mph.
Wheel fairings should add another two or
three mph, so the Traveler should cruise at
the 135 to 140 mph claimed for it at alti-
tudes between 7,000 and 9,000 feet.

The charts say fuel consumption is eight
to nine gallons per hour, but most operators
of Lycoming’s 0-320 report using a half-gal-
lon or so more than that. With 37 gallons of
useable fuel, the Traveler is, therefore, short-
legged for IFR flight. (But so is Cessna’s Sky-
hawk.) For VFR, endurance, range and pay-
load are good. With modest equipment
(which is the only way to equip this class of
machine), including wheel fairings, the empty
weight is 1,270 to 1,290 pounds. Adding
fuel and oil (237 pounds) brings it up to be-
tween 1,607 and 1,527 pounds. A gross of
2,200 pounds means 673 to 693 pounds
are left for people; that's four adults and no
baggage, or two kids and 120 pounds (bag-
gage limit) of luggage.
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The noise level in the two airplanes | flew
was excellent, even with heater vents open.
Front-seat comfort is good and control place-
ment is correct, with the exception of the trim
wheel, which is on a console between the
seats and an inch or so too far aft for conve-
nience. The excellent location of the fuel-se-
lector valve (in full view just below the throt-
tle) offsets this somewhat. The fuel gauges
(they use sight tubes on the Trainer) are
mounted just above a selector that points to
the gauge of the tank being used.

The rear seat is typical of today's air-
planes and cars: roomy but low. If you stretch
out, you have to rest your feet on the round
spar that passes under the front seat. Entry
to the rear seats is easier than getting into
the rear of most low-wingers—provided la-
dies are wearing slacks or culottes. An inter-
esting and useful feature is folding rear and
front seats, allowing instant convertibility to
cargo configuration, or a switch from airplane
to bedroom. Front seat entry is just like get-
ting into the Trainer. Most of us don't object
to hoisting a leg over the side, but some folks
do. Traveler and Skyhawk salesmen will prob-
ably have a hot debate over that issue.

All things considered, the Traveler is an
excellent addition to the 150-horsepower,
four-place, fixed-gear class. If this airplane
doesn't stimulate the lower end of the family-
owned market, nothing will. ¢
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There’s panel space for IFR extras, but add too much and you’ll have to leave someone behind.

AMERICAN AVIATION TRAVELER AA-5

BaSIC Ol Ce L e e Nieeate e $13,995
BasiCH R DE e s e e $17,500
ENgINE . seie s s iemisints Lycoming 0-320-E2G
T O S et o R T A s 2,000 hrs
Propeller.......... McCauley 7 3-inch, fixed pitch
e e A e S s e e s 22 ft.
R s sinacan sehas fa oo soB anliop oot ot 8 ft
Wingspan et et et e el 31ft.6in
Wingarea......ooounnrrernnnnens 140.12 sq. ft.
\Wingloading Sy 15.7 |b./sq. ft.
T ey el e A S e 4
Emptviwelghtiies & e sren seee s s 1,200 Ibs.
Isefuload sl s s s s a e aesteataren 1,000 Ibs.
Payload with full fuel, average equipt . ...680 Ibs.
(YT i o o ns S o DD sl 2,200 lbs.
Boweriload i S e st e - e 14.7 Ibs./hp
Fuel capacity (standard) ....... 37 gals./222 Ibs.
Baggagecapacity .....ovoviininnniiinnn 120 Ibs.
Baggage area . ....vivaei s i ouianan 12 cu. ft.
Performance

Minimum runway requirement .........1,600 ft.
Rateof chimbeess e s, 660 fpm
ServiceicelliNE: ey s i 12,650 ft.
Maximumspeed........... 150 mph/130 knots

Cruise (75% @ 8,500)....140 mph/121 knots
Econ cruise (65% @ 8,500")129 mph/112knots
Range @ max cruise (45-min res., std. tanks) . ...
............................. 450 sm/390 nm
Range @ econ cruise (45-min res., std. tanks) ...
............................. 500 sm/434 nm

Duration @ max cruise (no res., std. tanks). ..4 hrs.

Stall speed (clean) ............. 62 mph/54 knots
Stall speed (flapsdown) ........ 58 mph/50 knots
Flight characteristics

Handling qualities (cruise)............... Excellent
Handling qualities (slow flight) ........... Excellent
StallirecoVery N e e o el Excellent
Hanas:off st DIl e s o e ie o P e s e Good
Runway and taxi handling .................. Good
Crosswindhandling...........ccovvvuennn. Good
Pilot utility

W o[ T S iy A e B e B A Excellent
Sl COMTOrt S o e A e e el Good
Occupant-protection features ....Nee more effort
Accessibility of switches, etc................. Good
Pane Ay U s s Excellent
Instrument lighting ... ..iciivicuniianivi. Good
Taxi and runway lighting ................... Good
Cabin comfort

Entry-exitease............... For the nimble, good
Front-5eatroom ..o vrriveirnrnersnnsine Good
R At S A OO e e ot S s e 3 2 Good
Ventilation (inflight) .................... Excellent
Ventilation (onground) ................. Excellent
Cabin sound (@ 75% power) ............... Good
Quality

Interionfinishitesess  dzsto = o e e Good
ExtarionfiniShits Siime .ol s diaaiidics s e Good
Accessories and mechanisms . ........... Excellent



